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THE IMPORTANCE OF LINGUISTICS TO A LANGUAGE TEACHER
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Linguistics is the study of languages, and as such, is of great importance to
language teachers. Linguistics helps teachers convey the origins of words and languages,
their historical applications, and their modern day relevance. Combined, this approach to
teaching language helps students gain a better, more in-depth understanding of their
assignments and work product expectations. Firstly let's talk about the uses of Linguistics
in Teaching. The use of linguistics in education is continuing to grow, and is often cross-
disciplinary in nature. Not only is it utilized by language instructors, it is also used in
early childhood development, psychology and anthropology education, as well.
Linguistics is not only the study of language, but also includes the evolution and historical
context of language, speech and memory development. It includes the structure and
meaning of speech, and of written languages as well as an understanding of the context
in which certain words are used. When teaching a foreign language, linguistics is
important to a language teacher in that providing historical context to word origins can
help students better comprehend the language. This is especially important when it comes
to comprehending the differences among conversational speech, formal speech, and
abstract rules about word usage in different cultures. This can actually overlap into
regional dialects within the same country. Linguistics is equally important to language
teachers who provide instruction on the English language. Linguistics helps students
understand regional dialects and colloquialisms. It also helps students identify the origins
of sayings and phrases that have evolved over time, but sayings that may not have the
same relevance or meaning in contemporary society. Linguistics can also help guard
against self-embarrassment, using words that are common, but have historical context
that may make them inappropriate or insulting in polite society. Secondly, let's talk about

the linguistics in writing. When a language teacher provides instruction on writing and
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composition, understanding linguistics is important in helping students compose material
that has its intended effect. For example, linguistics plays a role in making an
argumentative essay compelling, if the writer can harness their knowledge of word use to
better solidify and present a position. Likewise, an understanding of linguistics can help
a creative writing student develop prose that speaks to the reader's senses and transports
them to a different state of reality. In a society in which people communicate more than
ever before via electronic means, composition, meaning and even true exchange of ideas
through the written word can be lacking. Teaching and studying linguistics provides the
tools necessary to preserve and advance the art of reading, writing and communication.
This is essential in the educational arena, the workplace and in society. One of the most
significant advantages is that we can improve our ordinary communication skills. We
may employ the fundamental principles of linguistics in every discussion, from
determining why a particular syntax is used to comprehending the meaning behind how
words are said. Building the confidence to generate the correct balance of empathy in
conversation is an important talent to learn, whether you're public speaking and need to
inspire and persuade, or you need to prepare a speech for your brother's wedding. You'll
be dealing with massive amounts of data in a variety of formats, including text, video,
and audio. Finding relevant information to analyze and make conclusions is an excellent
skill that will be useful in a variety of vocations. Learning linguistics implies you'll be
able to recognize patterns in speech and decipher grammar foundations in many
languages. a route to a new career . Learning able to solve communication issues, or even
create hypotheses from enormous amounts of data, can lead to a successful career in fields
other than linguistics. Solving problems professionally can aid in a variety of capacities
within the police force, such as forensic linguist or lawyer. Linguistics is a very new field
of study, therefore many hypotheses remain unresolved. Linguists must address this by
employing creative problem-solving methodologies in order to discover new results. This
indicates that if you pursue this form of learning, you may be able to contribute to new

discoveries about human brains. Because there is still so much to learn about how and
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why we engage the way we do, learning more about how and why we interact the way
we do could be the most essential advantage of this type of research. Many people believe
that a linguist is someone who speaks several languages and works as a language teacher
or interpreter for the United Nations. In fact, these people are more accurately referred to
as "Polyglots." While many linguists are polyglots, linguistics is concerned with the

structure, use, and psychology of language in general.
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