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Effective, modern methods of teaching listening skills encompass everything
from interactive exercises to multimedia resources. Listening skills are best learned
through simple, engaging activities that focus more on the learning process than on the
final product. Whether you are working with a large group of students or a small one,
you can use any of the following examples to develop your own methods for teaching
students how to listen well.

Interpersonal Activities

One effective and nonthreatening way for students to develop stronger listening
skills is through interpersonal activities, such as mock interviews and storytelling.
Assign the students to small groups of two or three, and then give them a particular
listening activity to accomplish. For example, you may have one student interview
another for a job with a company or for an article in a newspaper. Even a storytelling
activity, such as one that answers the question «What was your favorite movie from last
year?» can give students the opportunity to ask one another questions and then to
practice active listening skills.

Group Activities
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Larger group activities also serve as a helpful method for teaching listening skills
to students. You can begin with a simple group activity. For the first part, divide students
into groups of five or larger and instruct them to learn one hobby or interest of at least
two other group members. Encourage them to ask clarifying questions during the
activity, and you may allow them to take notes if helpful. However, as time passes and
their skills grow, you should limit students to only writing notes after the completion of
the first part of the group activity. For the second part, have the students sit in a large
circle, and then have each individual student share the name and the hobby or interest
of the group members that she or he met. This second part of the group activity can also
lend itself to additional listening exercises. For example, you may ask students to name
a number of the hobbies and interests identified during the sharing session

Audio Segments

You can also teach listening skills through audio segments of radio programs,
online podcasts, instructional lectures and other audio messages. You should model this
interactive listening process in class with your students, and then instruct them to repeat
the exercise on their own. First, instruct students to prepare for listening by considering
anything that they will want to learn from the content of the audio segment. Once they
have written down or shared these ideas, then play the audio segment, allowing the
students to take notes if helpful. Once they have gained confidence and experience,
repeat this activity but instruct students to not take notes until the completion of the
audio segment. You can use shorter or longer audio segments, and you can choose more
accessible or more challenging material for this type of exercise.

Video Segments

Another helpful resource for teaching listening skills are video segments,
including short sketches, news programs, documentary films, interview segments, and
dramatic and comedic material. As with audio segments, select the portion and length
of the video segment based on the skill level of your students. With your students, first
watch the segment without any sound and discuss it together. Encourage the students to

identify what they think will be the content of the segment. Then, watch the segment

49-son 1-to’plam Oktyabr 2023 Sahifa: 107


http://www.pedagoglar.uz/

L@J Ustozlar uchun www.pedagoglar.uz

again, this time with sound, allowing students to take notes if helpful for their skill level.
After the completion of the video segment, you can have students write a brief summary
of the segment, or you can take time to discuss as a group how the segment compares
with the students’ expectations.

Instructional Tips

Whatever method you use for teaching listening, keep a few key instructional tips
in mind that will help both you and your students navigate the learning process. One,
keep your expectations simple, as even the most experienced listener would be unable
to completely and accurately recall the entirety of a message. Two, keep your directions
accessible and build in opportunities for students not only to ask clarifying questions,
but also to make mistakes. Three, help students navigate their communication anxiety
by developing activities appropriate to their skill and confidence level, and then
strengthen their confidence by celebrating the ways in which they do improve, no matter
how small. Listening texts can be classified according to the contents, complexity,
authenticity, sphere, theme, quantity, etc. The linguistic and thematic level of listening
input and its adequacy to general teaching purposes or concrete goals of each lesson are
defined by a sort of criteria. The main language and content elements of the particular
listening text mostly provide the style and type of working on it, though this does not
exclude the general approach.
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